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intense pity, since (in one not by any means wanting in
ability) they showed how deep was the misery which she
suffered.

The aversion which Marguerite Louise entertained fur
Cosimo being so great, and travel being the best means foi
enlarging a mind so narrow as his, Ferdinand in 1607 very
wisely sent the latter off to make an extended tour of various
countries. It had, at any rate, the advantage of relieving
Marguerite Louise of his presence for a considerable time,
and during his absence we hear of no more of these vagaries
on her part. In this tour Cosimo visited Germany, Holland,
Spain, and Portugal; from thence endeavouring to reach
England, he was driven by a storm to Ireland, where "he
was astounded at the wretched condition of the people, whom
he found in far greater poverty and misery than those of
Tuscany " From Ireland Cosimo travelled to London, and
thence passing through France, returned to Florence in
1669 after an absence of two years. Ferdinand's health had
for some time been failing; he only lived a few months after
his son's return; and in May 1670 the fifth Grand Duke
passed away at the age of sixty, and after a reign of fifty
years during which the condition of Tuscany had been one
long decline. In larger politics Ferdinand's sincere and suc-
cessful endeavour to preserve peace in Italy was the dis-
tinguishing feature of his reign. He was buried with great
pomp in a temporary grave in the New Sacristy of San
Lorenzo pending the completion of the family mausoleum.8*

Ferdinand II furnishes a strong illustration of the fact
that the greatest crime of which one placed in any position
of authority can be guilty is weakness; and that in a ruler
neither immorality nor even ferocity produce such an amount
of misery to others as this failing. Ferdinand's good qualities